IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI
No. 89-R-99012-5CT

FILED

IN RE: RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE GEC 2~ 2000
MISSISSIPPI BAR OFFICE OF THE oLgme
SUPREME C:DURT
COURT OF APFTA; &
ORDER "

This mauter has come belore the Court, cn bane, on Perton flled by Chadwick L.
Shook wherein he suggests that a commission should be established by the Chief Justice for
the purpose of reviewing the Rules Governing Admission to the Mississippi Bar. The Court
has considered the petition, and finds that the creation of such a commission is appropriate
and will promote the fair and efficient administration of justice.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Petition of Chadwick L. Shook be and is
hereby granted to the extent set forth herein. The Chief Justice's Commission on Bar
Ackinissivus Ruvivw is hiaicby eotablished. Such vonuuission shall Lo vonngsed ol (e TTow.
Lawrence f. Franck as chairman and other citizens of the state to be designated by separate
order.

The Commission is charyed with the responsibility of conducting a [ull review and
assessment of the practices and procedures of the Mississippi Board of Bar Admissions in
the creation, administration and ¢valuation of the Mississippi State Bar Examination.

The primary ohjectives of the review are:

Teo ¢valuate whether the eontent of and evnlunﬁpn of the Miesiceippi State Bar

Examination as provided for in Rule IX of the Rules Governing Admission to

the Mississippi Bar, is a fair, appropriate, efficient and sufficient measure of

the legal competence and reasoning abilities of applicants to the Mississippi
State Bar;



To compare Rule IX of the Rules Governing Admission to the Mississippi Bar
with equivalent rules of equivalent authonties m the other United States
jurtsdictions and territories and identily signilficant differcnces in those
jurisdictions which may strengthen the admission procedures and improve the
mtegrity of the admissions process;

To examine the appeals procedure and process set forth in Rule X of the Rules
Governing Admission to the Mississippi Bar with cquivalent rules of
cquivalent authoritics in the other United States jurisdictions and territories
and identify significant differences in those jurisdictions as compared to the
Misgissippi process which may strenpthen the admissions procedures and
improve the integrity of the admissions process;

To compare Ruele 1T of the Rules Governing Admission to the Mississippi Bar
with equivalent rules of equivalent authorities in other United States

jurisdictions and territories and identify significant differences in those
jurisdictions which may strengthen the admissions procedures and improve the
integrity ol the admissions process;

To condugt a survey of members of the Mississippi Dar to obtain their input
as to their experiences with the Mississippi State Bar Examination, their
experiences with other state bar examinations, if any, and their ideas and
suggestions as to how the Mississipp State Bar examination can be inproved
For Ui bonelit ol the lugal profession and the public in the State of Mississippi.

The Commission shall submit to the Supreme Court such reports as it deems
beneficial or as the Chief Justice may request, and, in any event, shall submit a final reporl
lo the Supreme Court setting out in detail the Commissien's findings, conclusion and
recommendalions no later than scven months following the entry of this order, or as may be
extended by further order of the Court.

The Board of Bar Admissions and its chair shall provide the Commission with such

support, co-operation and assistance as may be reasonably requested by the Commission.

The members of the Commission shall be reimbursed by the Adminstrative Office

of Courts for travel, meals and lodging appropriate to their service on the Commission at



rates equal to those allowed state employees traveling within the state in the performance of
their duties. Further, office facilities, clerical and research assistance will be provided by the

Administrative Office of Courts,

Y
SO ORDERED, thisthe _f&  day of December, 2000.

LENORE L.. PRATHER, CHIEF
JUSTICE, FOR THE COURT



