IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI
No. 89-R-99012-SCT
IN RE: RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE MISSISSIPPI BAR
ORDER

This matter is before the Court en banc on Petition filed by the Missssppi Board of Bar Admissions
whereby the Bar seeks amendments to the Rules Governing Admission to the Missssppi Bar, increasing
various fees associated with the bar examinations and other relief. This proposa aso includes the
amendment of Rule IX regarding the availability of scores to those taking bar examinations. Having
consdered the petition, the funding needs of the Board and the history of fees charged, the Court finds that
such increases arejudtified, but only to the extent set forth in this order.

In addition to seeking these fee increases, the Board asks for the amendment of Rule V11, Section 5.B. to
st the quorum for meetings of the Committee on Character and Fitness and its sub-committees, which
amendment, upon study, is found to be gppropriate.

The Board has also asked that Rule I X, Section 4.C. be amended increasing the required scaled score on
the Multistate Professond Responsibility Examination. The Court has reserved ruling on this request for
further consideration.

IT ISTHEREFORE ORDERED that the Petition filed by the Missssppi Board of Bar Admission be and
the same is hereby granted to the extent set forth herein, and the Rules Governing Admission to the
Missssppi Bar are hereby amended as st forth in Exhibits"A" and "B" hereto. The Board's request for
amendment to Rule X, Section 4.C. seeking an increase in the required scaled score on the Multistate
Professond Respongbility Examination is held for further consderation by the Court.

SO ORDERED, thisthe 24th day of August, 2000.

/9 Fred L. Banks, Jr.,

FRED L. BANKS, JR., PRESIDING JUSTICE
FOR THE COURT

PRATHER, C.J, NOT PARTICIPATING

EXHIBIT "A"

RULE VIII



COMMITTEE ON CHARACTER AND FITNESS

Section 5. Duties and Powers

B. Meetings and Votes. The Committee, or the subcommittees thereof, shall act upon each gpplication at
aspeud or regular mesti ng a which aquorum is pramt A—querumehdJ—eenset—ef—a—ncaeHﬁLef—the

y m: A quorum for a meeting
of the Committee shdl be flve (5) members A guorum for a meal ng of asubcommittee shall be three (3)
members. Action on any matter may be taken by a maority vote of a guorum. However, the members of
the Committee or of a subcommittee may separately and without assembling in meeting consider any
application together with the data submitted in support of such application aneHray-appreve-or-disappreve
an-gpphieation by written or ord poll conducted by the Chairman. Any unanimous action of the Committee
or subcommittee, so taken, shall congtitute vaid action, but if such is not unanimous, the Committee, or
subcommittee shdl further consider and act upon such gpplication in meeting assembled.

[Amended effective August 24, 2000]

EXHIBIT "B"

RULE 111
APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION ASA LAW STUDENT
Section 1. Application Forms.

Law student gpplications, examination applications, and dl other forms used in the admissions process shal
be in aform approved by the Board. There shall be afee of $16:00 $25.00 for the packet of officid
gpplication forms (money order, certified check, or cash only). Applications form may be obtained by
writing to the Mississippi Board of Bar Admissions, P. O. Box 1449, Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1449 or
may be obtained a the Bar Admissions Office at the First Floor, Missssppi Court of Appedls Building,
656 North State Street, Jackson, Mississippi.

No gpplication shal be accepted which is not filed on officid forms and which is not accompanied by the



full amount of fees due. Payment of fees shall be made to "Board of Bar Admissions.” (Money order,
certified check, or cash only) ALL FEES AND OTHER MONIES PAID TO THE BOARD ARE NOT
REFUNDABLE IN WHOLE OR IN PART.

Applications must be COMPLETE (must include dl required attachments) at time of filing and must include
an executed authorization and release to enable the Board to obtain information concerning applicant from
third persons.

The gpplicant mugt give afull and direct response to dl inquiries on the Application and furnish dl additiond
documents required by the Application.

The answers contained in an Application shall be made under oath. The duty to make atrue and complete
response shdl be congdered as continuing from the date of the filing of the Application until the date upon
which the gpplicant is admitted to the Bar. If, at any time after the filing of any Application and before the
gpplicant is admitted to the Bar, any answer or portion of any answer ceases to be fully true and complete
or fairly requires supplementation, the gpplicant shal notify the Board through the Bar Admissions
Adminigtrator immediately in writing. As soon as reasonably possible after so notifying the Board, the
gpplicant shdl provide such information, documents, and disclosures as are necessary to make the
Application fully true and correct. Upon receipt of such notice or supplication from applicant, or from other
sources, the Board may, in its discretion, require further information, investigetion, or hearings as it may
deem agppropriate under the circumstances and may defer consderation of the gpplication until a subsequent
bar examination.

An applicant may requedt, in writing, a certified copy of his or her own completed Application Form filed
with the Board under Rulelll or Rule |V. The fee for obtaining a certified copy of afiled Application Form
shall be $25.00 (money order, certified check, or cash only).

[Amended effective August 24, 2000.]

RULE IV

EXAMINATION APPLICATIONS

Section 2. Examination Applicationsfor Applicants Who Have Filed Law Student Registrations

Those gpplicants who have previoudy registered as law students under Rule 111, Section 2(A) and those
law students who previoudy registered late under Rule [11, Section 3, must file with the Board an
Application for Admission by Examination, designating the examination for which applicant desresto St.
Each Application for Admission by Examination must be accompanied by a fee of $256-00 $325.00, which
shdl bein addition to regigtration fees due under Rule 11, Section 2(A) and 3. (Money order, certified
check, or cash only) Application must be filed with the Board on or before November 15t preceding the
February examination for which the gpplicant wishes to sit or on or before April 15t preceding the July
examination for which goplicant wishesto sit.



Any law student who has not filed alaw student application under Rule 111, Section 2(A) or 3, must filethe
Application for Admission by Examination under Rule 1V, Section 3 below.

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective July 1, 1999; amended effective August 24, 2000, for
applications for the February 2001 and subsequent examination.]

Section 3. Examination Applicationsfor Applicants Not Registering as Law Students

Any gpplicant who has not previoudy filed an Application for Registration as a Law Student as provided in
Rule 111, Section 2(A) or 3, must file a completed Application for Admission by Examination with the Board
on or before October 15t preceding the February examination for which he or she wishesto sit or on or
before March 15t preceding the July examination for which he or she wishesto sit. A filing fee of $556-00
$625.00 must accompany the Application. (Money order, certified check, or cash only) Applicants
admitted in other jurisdictions may be required to pay additiona feesfor character investigations. Such
gpplicants must contact the Board of Bar Admissions Office for the amount of the additiond fees required,

if any.

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective July 1, 1999; amended effective August 24, 2000, for
gpplications for the February 2001 and subsequent examinations)

Section 4. Late Applicationsfor General Bar Examination

Any agpplicant who failed to file atimely Application for Admission by Examination under Section 2 or
Section 3 above may file alate Application for Admission by Examination with the Board from October 2nd
to December 15t preceding the February examination for which he or she wishesto sit or March 2" to
May 18t precedl ng the July examination for which he or she wishes to sit. A-fngfee-of- $750-00-{lessany

EeS ' eatton: A filing fee of $525.00 must accompany the
Appllcatlon if the appllcent has prevlouslv remstered as alaw sudent as provided in Rule 111, Section 2(A)
or 3, or by afiling fee of $825.00 if the applicant has not previoudy registered as alaw student as provided
in Article 111, Section 2(A) or 3. Applicants admitted in other jurisdictions may be required to pay
additiona feesfor character investigations. Such gpplicants must contact the Board of Bar Admissions
Office for the amount of the additiona fees required, if any.

When an Application for Admissions by Examination isfiled later than the prescribed deadlines the Board
may act, but shall not be required to act, upon such application in time to permit the gpplicant to take such
gpproaching examination.

However, under no circumstances will an gpplication to St for the examination be accepted after the
prescribed late deadlines in this Section.

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective July 1, 1999; amended effective August 24, 2000, for
goplications for the February 2001 and subsequent examinations.]



Section 6. Re-examination Deadlines and Fees.

Any applicant who fails the bar examination shdl be alowed to take the next scheduled examination without
further investigation asto his character and fitness unless additiona information requiring investigation comes
to the attention of the Board.

The gpplicant mugt file an gpplication on aform provided by the Board for re-examination with afee of
$200-00 $350.00 (money order, certified check, or cash only) by December 15t preceding the February
examination and by May 15t preceding the July examination.

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective July 1, 1999; amended effective August 24, 2000, for
applications for the February 2001 and subsequent examinations.]

Section 8. Deferment.

If after filing an exam application, an applicant finds he is unable to take the examination on the prescribed
date, awritten request shall be submitted to the Board for a deferment to the subsequent exam period. One
deferment will be granted an gpplicant without the filing of a new application or payment of additiond fees.
Additiond deferments shdl require the payment of the filing fee of $56:00 $125.00 (money order, certified
check or cash only). After more than one deferment, the Board may require re-investigation of the
gpplicant's character and fitness. Failure on the part of an applicant to gppear for an examination without
firg requesting deferment will result in the gpplication being dismissad and the gpplicant will havetofilea
new gpplication and pay the regular gpplication fee for the subsequent examination.

Section 9. Examination of Disbarred Attorneys

A disharred attorney seeking reinstatement to the Mississppi Bar pursuant to Rule 12 of the Mississppi
Rules of Discipline shal file with the Board of Bar Admissions an gpplication to take the Missssppi Bar
Examination not less than thirty (30) days prior to thefirst day of the examination for which such gpplicant
proposes to St. The form of such applications shdl be prescribed by the Board. The gpplication must be
accompanied by an examination fee of $256-00 $325.00 (money order, certified check, or cash only)
payable to the Board of Bar Admissons. The Missssppi Bar Examination shal be administered and
graded for such gpplicants in the same manner as for applicants for new admission. The results shdl be
reported to the applicant, to the Clerk of the Mississppi Supreme Court, and to the Board of Bar
Commissioners. The same procedures and fees, where applicable, for deferras, petitions for review,
gppeds, and re-examination gpplicable to applicants for admission through the regular bar examination shal
be applicable to gpplicants for examination under this Rule.

[Adopted effective December 31, 1992; amended effective August 24, 2000, for the February 2001 and
subsequent examinations|

RULE VI



ADMISSION BY COMITY AND RECIPROCITY
Section 3. Fees

Each gpplication for admisson by comity and reciprocity filed by the deadlines set forth in Rule VI, Section
2, must be accompanied by afee of $500-00 $1,000.00, plus an additiona fee of $200.00 to be used for a
character invedtigation through the Nationd Conference of Bar Examinersin jurisdiction(s) in which the
attorney applicant has been previoudy admitted. The Board may in its discretion, for good cause shown,
accept agpplications for admisson by comity and reciprocity filed after the deadlines set forth in Rule V1,
Section 2, provided that such application must be accompanied by afiling fee of $1200.00, plusan
additiond fee of $200.00 to be used for a character invedtigation through the National Conference of Bar
Examinersin jurisdiction(s) in which the attorney applicant has been previoudy admitted. (Money order,
certified check, or cash only) The Board shdl not accept any gpplication for admisson by comity and
reciprocity not accompanied by the full amount of fees due. The Board or the Committee may require
payment of additional investigation fees and costs as provided in Rule 11, Section 4. Payment of the fee
shal be made to the "Board of Bar Admissons.” Thefeeis not refundable in whole or in part.

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective August 24, 2000, for the February 2001 and subsequent
examinations]

RULE IX

EXAMINATION

Section 11. Examination Results

The Bar Admissons Adminigtrator shal make a permanent record of the grades attained by each gpplicant
and shdl inform each applicant whether he has passed or falled the examination.

Each applicant failing to achieve a passng grade on the examination shdl be provided (at no cost to the
applicant) with areport showing his or her score on the MBE, on each of the M SE examinations, and on
each quegtion on the MEE and MPT.

An applicant recaeiving a passing grade on the examination may requed, in writing, a report showing his or
her score on the MBE and his or her combined score. A request for such report shall be accompanied by a
report fee of $25.00 (money order, certified check, or cash only).

An applicant may request in writing a certification of the scaded score achieved on the MBE suitable for
transfer of the applicant's MBE scaled score to another jurisdiction which accepts transfers of MBE scaled
scores. A request for such acertification shal be accompanied by a score certification fee of $25.00
(money order, certified check, or cash only).

[Effective November 1, 1991; amended effective August 24, 2000]



