Supreme Court appoints two special judges for Hinds County Circuit Court

May 24, 2006

The Mississppi Supreme Court on Wednesday, May 24, appointed two specia judgesto help
expedite crimina casesin Hinds County Circuit Court and relieve the crimind case backlog.

The Supreme Court continued the gppointment of retired Hinds County Circuit Judge L.
Breland Hilburn and appointed retired Hinds County Circuit Judge William F. Coleman J. The
appointments are effective July 10, 2006, through Dec. 31, 2006.

The gppointment order signed by Supreme Court Chief Jugtice James W. Smith Jr. directsthe
gpecid judges to be assgned to hear the oldest pending criminal cases, crimind cases in which indicted
defendants are incarcerated because of failure to post bond, and cases involving drugs and/or weapons
offenses. Senior Circuit Judge W. Swan Y erger will prepare a docket of those three categories of
cases and assign them equally and randomly to the specia judges.

The specid judge appointments are done with the agreement of Hinds County Circuit Judges
W. Swan Y erger, Winston Kidd and Bobby B. Del_aughter.

The didrict’s four regularly stting circuit judges will continue to hear crimind and civil cases.
The specid appointments are intended to give those four judges more time to devote to their crimind
and civil dockets,

Chief Jugtice Smith in discussing the appointments said the Supreme Court seeks to assst the
Seventh Circuit Court of Hinds County in expediting the digpostion of crimina cases and rdlieving the
criminal case backlog.

“These are hard-working judges who | am confident will accept the assistance which is o
needed. | have experienced totd cooperation from the judgesin our mutual attempts at solving this
crimina docket problem in Hinds County. The end result will be a better sysem which | think the
people of Hinds County will have confidence in,” Chief Justice Smith said.

Chief Justice Smith said there’ s not a simple solution to the problems the Hinds County Circuit
Court faces. The specid judge appointments are expected to make a dent in the backlog. Other
measures will be considered and input from the Hinds County Circuit Judges will be solicited.

Chief Justice Smith has met saverd times with the Hinds County Circuit judges and other
officids to discuss the operation of the court system. He has visited the chambers of the Hinds County
Circuit Court judgesto seek their input in crafting solutions, and he expects to continue those
discussionsiin efforts to assst the triad court. He met on Wednesday with Judges Y erger, Kidd and
Delaughter at the Hinds County Courthouse.

Judge Y erger said Wednesday, “As senior circuit judge of the Hinds County Circuit Court, |
look forward to working with the specia judges gppointed by the Chief Justice and the Supreme Court.
Retired Judges William F. Coleman and L. Breland Hilburn have many years of experience as Hinds
County circuit judges. Their involvement in the trid and other digoosition of crimina cases has the
potentia, together with the continued efforts of the current circuit judges, to make adifferencein
reducing the extensve number of crimind cases awaiting trid or other disposition.”

Judge Yerger said, “The specid judges will need court reporters and bailiffs aswdl as
adminigtrative staff assstance. Additiond assgtant didtrict attorneys and public defenders may be
required. It will o be necessary to summon more prospective jurorsin order to have a sufficient
number of jurors for the additiond trids anticipated.”



Judge Yerger sad hewill cal ameeting next week of the current circuit judges and the two
gpecid judgesto work on plans for implementation.

Chief Jugtice Smith said that Dunn Lampton, U.S. Attorney for the Southern Didtrict of
Mississippi, has agreed to provide extra prosecutors from his office to help try casesif needed. Chief
Justice Smith said he expects to ask the Hinds County Board of Supervisorsto provide funding for
assstance to the office of the Hinds County Public Defender, and to pay for extra court reporters when
thetria load increases.

Chief Judtice Smith said the Supreme Court will seek afederd grant to pay for the sdlaries of
the specid circuit judges. Gov. Haey Barbour hasindicated that $160,000 has been set aside in grant
funding for the Supreme Court.

Chief Justice Smith said that some of the grant funding will dso be used to pay for the
gppointment of two specia judges in Jackson County to hear cases involving Hurricane Katrina
insurance disputes due to the recusa of that county’ s judges.

If additiona courtrooms are needed, Hinds County Chancellor Denise Owens will make her
courtroom in the Hinds County Chancery Court Building available. The specid judges may aso usethe
courtroom at the Hinds County Detention Center in Raymond.

Judge Del_aughter said, “ The assstance provided by the Chief Jugtice is certainly appreciated,
and these short-term gppointments will help. The crime problem in Hinds County has reached the point,
however, that we must have long-term, permanent resources to adequately administer the crimina
judtice system.”

Judge Kidd said, “I gppreciate the Supreme Court’ s appointment of Senior Retired Circuit
Judges Breland Hilburn and William Coleman. Judge Hilburn has been a tremendous help in reducing
the number of crimind cases on my docket. | gppreciate his service. | am dso familiar with Judge
Coleman'’ s previous service to Hinds County as a Circuit Judge. Therefore, | ook forward to working
with both Judge Hilburn and Judge Coleman in working to resolve a grester number of criminal cases
on my docket. In my job as Circuit Judge, | have worked diligently, and will continue to do o, to
resolve Civil and Crimind cases in Hinds County.”

Judge Hilburn has been hearing crimina cases by specid appointment for amost two years.
Judge Hilburn has presided over guilty plea hearings in Hinds County Circuit Court by specid
gppointment by the Supreme Court since July 26, 2004. Under authority of the order issued
Wednesday, Judge Hilburn will begin to preside over trids aswell as teke pleas. Judge Coleman is
expected to presde over crimind triads.

Judge Coleman retired from the Hinds County Circuit Court on Dec. 31, 1996, after 20 years
asacircuit court judge. Judge Hilburn retired May 31, 2002, after 30 years on the bench, 21 of that as
circuit judge. Judge Hilburn succeeded Judge Coleman as the 7" Circuit's senior circuit judge.

Judge Coleman and Judge Hilburn after retirement continued to hear cases by specid
gppointment from the Supreme Court as senior satus judges.
Text of the Supreme Court’s order is attached.
HHHE
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Seid: 132231
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

No. 2004-AP-01426-SCT
IN THE MATTER OF THE CRIMINAL DOCKET
OF THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT

ORDER

Beforethis Court isthe matter of the backlog of crimina cases onthe docket of the Seventh Circuit
Court Digrict (Hinds County). Having considered this backlog and after consultation with dl judgesof the
Seventh Circuit Court Didtrict, Senior Circuit Judge W. SwanY erger and Circuit Judges Tomie T. Green,
Wingon L. Kidd, and Bobby B. Del_aughter, this Court finds that significant changes in the management
of crimind cases onthe docket of that court must promptly occur to dispose of pending casesand reduce
the backlog. These changesindude the use of specid judges as authorized by Miss. Code Ann. § 9-1-105
(Supp. 2005). At the request of the Senior Circuit Judge of the Seventh Circuit Court Didtrict, this Court
has previoudy appointed Judge L. Breland Hilburn as a specid judge of that digtrict with duties limited to
presiding over and conducting proceedings incrimind cases only. Judge Hilburnhas served inthat capacity
for much of 2004, 2005, and thus far in 2006. However, the didtrict gill has an overcrowded criming
docket which requires further atention. In exercising its Congtitutional mandate under Section 144 to
supervisethe judicia branch of government, this Court findsit necessary to extend Judge Hilburn' sservice

and to gppoint one additional speciad judge to handle criminal cases as described below.



IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED:

1. That, with the gpprovd of three (Judges Y erger, Kidd, and Del_aughter) of the four judges of
the Seventh Circuit Court Didtrict, Judge William F. Coleman, and Judge L. Breland Hilburn ((the specid
judges) are gppointed as specid judges of the Seventh Circuit Court Didrict (the circuit court) from July
10, 2006, through December 31, 2006, and are assigned the responsbility of assisting in the reduction of
the backlog of criminal cases on the docket of the circuit court by presiding and conducting proceedings
in crimind cases only as described beow;

2. That Senior Circuit Judge W. Swan Y erger of the Seventh Circuit Court Didtrict is directed to
prepare adocket of crimina cases to be assgned by him to the specid judges onarandomand balanced
basis. Thisdocket shdl congst of the following casespulled by the Senior Judge fromthe individud dockets
of the four drcuit judges: (1) the oldest pending crimina cases; (2) crimina caseswhere the defendant has
been indicted and is incarcerated while awaiting trial because of a falure to post bond; and (3) cases
involving drugs and/or wegpons offenses;

3. That the incumbent judges of the circuit court shdl continue to handle and adjudicate crimind

4. That the duties assigned to Judge L. Breland Hilburn in this order are in addition to the other
duties assigned to him by the order of this Court, In re: The Appointment of Special Judge for the
Seventh Circuit Court District, No. 2004-AP-01426;

5. That, if additiona courtrooms are needed, the specia judges may use the courtroom of
Chancdlor Denise S. Owens in the Hinds County Chancery Court Buildingin Jacksonand the courtroom
located inthe Hinds County Detention Center in Raymond. The use of Chancellor Owens' s courtroomhas

been pre-approved by the Hinds County Chancellors, and Hinds County Sheriff Mdcolm E. McMillinhas



checked both of these courtrooms for security purposes,

6. That this order does not address the handling of civil casesin the circuit court;

7. That upon completion of each case assigned, the specid judges shall certify the hours of work
performed in accordance with the requirements of the Finance Department of the Supreme Court; and

8. That the Clerk of this Court shdl forward acopy of thisorder to each of the following persons:
Judge W. Swan Yerger; Judge Tomie T. Green; Judge Winston L. Kidd; Judge Bobby B. Del_aughter;
Judge William F. Coleman; Judge L. Breland Hilburn; Hinds County Circuit Clerk Barbara Dunn; and
Seventh Circuit Didrict Attorney Faye Peterson.

SO ORDERED, on this, the day of May, 2006.

JAMESW. SMITH, JR., CHIEF JUSTICE
FOR THE COURT



