
Access to Justice Commission will meet Feb. 28 

February 27, 2007 
The Mississippi Access to Justice Commission will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 28, at the 

Mississippi Bar Center at 643 North State Street in Jackson. 
Commission members and guests will gather at 9:30 a.m. for informal discussions over coffee. 

The meeting will convene at 10 a.m., break for lunch at 12:10 p.m., and resume at 12:30 p.m. The 
meeting is expected to conclude at 2 p.m. Members of the media are invited. 

The Access to Justice Commission was created by the Mississippi Supreme Court to develop a 
unified strategy to improve access to the civil courts for the poor. The Commission includes members of 
the judiciary, a representative of the Governor, legislators, business and community leaders, and 
members of the clergy. Representatives of entities which provide legal services are ex-officio members 
of the Commission. 

Subcommittees of the Commission have begun work in the areas of: 
• improving the delivery of legal services to the poor; 
• raising public awareness; 
• developing resources. 

Discussions on Wednesday will include the Commission’s own planning efforts as well as the 
work of the Mississippi Bar Delivery of Legal Services Committee. Representatives of the Mississippi 
Center for Legal Services, North Mississippi Rural Legal Services, and the Mississippi Center for 
Justice are also expected to give an update on efforts to set up a statewide call center to assist poor 
people seeking help with civil legal issues. 

The Mississippi Access to Justice Commission works to address civil legal representation of 
the poor. It does not deal with indigent criminal defense issues. 

A copy of the Feb. 28 agenda is included below. 

#### 

Media Contact: Beverly Pettigrew Kraft, Administrative Office of Courts, 601-354-7452 



      

MISSISSIPPI ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION 

SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF COURTS 

MEETING AGENDA 

February 28, 2007
 
MS Bar Center Board Room, Jackson
 

A.M. 
9:30 - 10:00 Coffee and doughnuts 

10:00	 Call to Order 
Co-Chairs 
• Judge Denise Owens 
• Joy Lambert Phillips 

Approval of Minutes from November 15, 2006 

10:05	 Public Awareness Committee Report 
Rev. Stan Buckley, Committee Chair 

10:50	 Special Committee on Funding Allocation Process Report 
Justice James Graves, Committee Chair 

11:35	 MS Bar Delivery of Legal Services Committee Report 
Virginia Munford, Committee Chair 

11:55	 Call Center Update 
Sam Buchanan, MS Center for Legal Services 
Ben Cole, North MS Rural Legal Services 
Martha Bergmark, MS Center for Justice 

P.M. 
12:10	 Break (lunch) 

12:30	 South Central Regional Conference on Pro Se Litigation Report 

Pro Se Litigation: Brief Overview - Joy Phillips, Co-Chair 
Role of Attorneys - Shirley Williams, MS Volunteer Lawyers 

Project 
Role of Judges and Court Staff 



 

 

Judge Owens, Co-Chair 
Sherry Davis, MS Court Administrators Association 

Role of Technology 
Sam Buchanan, MS Center for Legal Services 
Justice Jess Dickinson, MS Supreme Court 

Demonstration of Interactive Forms 
Margarette Meeks, Administrative Office of Courts 

State Delegation Report - Judge Owens 
Discussion

 1:50 Other Business

 2:00 Adjourn 
Next Meeting - May 23, 2007 


