Supreme Court appoints special judge for Hinds County Circuit Court

August 29, 2007

The Mississippi Supreme Court has gppointed a second specid judge to assist the Seventh
Circuit Court of Hinds County with its crimina docket.

Retired Court of Appeds Judge Billy G. Bridges of Brandon was appointed by an order filed
Aug. 29, 2007. Judge Bridges is expected to begin handling cases immediately.

The term of the appointment will last through Dec. 31, 2007. The court order, Signed by
Supreme Court Chief Justice James W. Smith Jr., says that the term of the gppointment “may be
extended if required by the condition of the docket of the Didrict.”

Judge Bridges joinsretired Judge L. Breland Hilburn as a specid judge of the Hinds County
Circuit Court. The assgnment is the same as for Judge Hilburn, who was first gppointed by the
Supreme Court as a gpecid judge for Hinds County Circuit Court on July 26, 2004. Judge Hilburn's
gpecid judge assgnment has been periodicaly extended by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court on
Dec. 29, 2006, extended Judge Hilburn's term through Dec. 31, 2007.

Senior Hinds County Circuit Judge W. Swan Y erger will assign crimina cases to Judge
Bridges. Both specid judges will use the same court administrator.

Chief Justice Smith said, “Judge Bridges gppointment should double the effort in asssting
Hinds County Circuit Court in eiminating the backlog of old cases that have inundated the system. This
Court is committed to assisting our tria judges where the need is greatest. Hinds County citizens
deserve extra assistance in deding with this problem.”

Chief Justice Smith said that Judge Hilburn has handled alarge volume of cases, but additiond
help is needed in handling the case backlog in Hinds County Circuit Court.

Judge Hilburn between January and June 5, 2007, handled mattersin 385 crimina cases. He
set 84 casesfor trid, with 73 of those defendants entering guilty pleas. He handled 285 arraignments
for other judges.

The appointment of Judge Bridges was initiated by Chief Justice Smith. The gppointment is
made under Missssippi Code Section 9-1-105, which gives the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
with the advice and consent of amgority of the justices of the Supreme Court, authority to gppoint a
gpecid judge to serve on atemporary basisin acircuit or chancery court in the event of an emergency
or overcrowded docket.

The specid gppointments are intended to give Hinds County Circuit Court’s four eected circuit
judges more timeto devote to their crimind and civil dockets.

The sdaries of the specid judges for Hinds County will be paid from generd funds and from a
$160,000 federd grant Gov. Haley Barbour obtained last year. Some of the grant can also be used to
pay for the gppointment of specid judgesin Jackson County to hear cases involving Hurricane Katrina
insurance disputes due to the recusal of that county’ s judges.

State Satute requires that sdary for retired specia judgesis cdculated based on days of service
a arae of 1/260 of the current sdary in effect for the judicid office. The statute limits retired specia
judges annua earningsto 25 percent of the current sdary in effect for achancery or circuit court judge.
Chancery and circuit judges earn $104,170 per year.

Judge Bridges retired Dec. 31, 2005, after 11 years of service on the Mississippi Court of



Appeds. He was one of the original members of the Mississippi Court of Appeds, and he served asits
chief judge and as a presiding judge. Judge Bridges previoudy served as a chancery judge of the 20"
Chancery Didtrict of Rankin County, as digtrict attorney for the 20" Circuit Court Digtrict of Rankin
and Madison counties, and as Rankin County prosecuting attorney.

Since his retirement from the Court of Appedls, Judge Bridges has been appointed by the
Supreme Court to hear individual cases in digtricts across the state where local judges have recused
themsdves.

Judge Hilburn retired May 31, 2002, after 30 years on the bench, 21 of that as circuit judgein
the Seventh Circuit Court. The digtrict previoudy included Hinds and Y azoo counties.
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