Chief Justice callsfor appointmentsto DNA Task Force

July 7, 2008

In response to the Missssppi Legidature’ sdirective, Supreme Court Chief Justice James W.
Smith Jr. has cdled for gppointments to a task force which will study proper preservation of DNA
evidence.

Gov. Haey Barbour on May 9 signed into law Senate Bill 2619, which creates atask force to
recommend procedures and practices to improve the preservation and testing of biologica evidence.
The Task Force sreport is due by Dec. 1.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court under the new statute has one appointment to the 23-
member task force. Chief Justice Smith gppointed TchulaMayor Yvonne L. Brown.

The Chief Justice has the duty to convene the Task Force to begin its work. Chief Justice Smith
sad that he will convene the first meeting as soon as other gppointing authorities name enough members
to condtitute a quorum. The Chief Justice in a letter sent to gppointing entities on July 3 asked for quick
action in naming the other members.

Chief Justice Smith said, “The need for Satewide standards for DNA evidence, training of our
law enforcement officers, maintaining a centralized tracking system, and adherence to standards
promulgated by the Nationa Association of Medical Examiners asto casdoads are essentid for any
crimina judtice system. This task force s monumentd job is extremedy important to al our citizens”

In addition to one at large member to be appointed by the Chief Justice, the statute sets out the
task force makeup asfollows:

. three law enforcement officers possessing experience in evidence handling, collection and
retention, one each appointed by the Missssppi Bureau of Investigation, the Missssippi
Association of Chiefs of Police, and the Missssppi Association of Sheriffs;

. arepresentative of the Missssppi Association of Circuit Clerks who has knowledge and
experience in evidence handling, collection and retention;

. one gppointee of the Commissioner of Public Sefety;

. one gppointee of the Attorney Generd;

. a prosecutor appointed by the Mississppi Didtrict Attorneys Association,

. acrimind defense lawyer appointed by the Missssppi Public Defender Association;

. four members gppointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, including a
representative of an organization dedicated to investigating post-conviction clams of innocence,
amember of the House Judiciary A Committee, amember of the House Judiciary B
Committee, and an at large member;

. four members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, including a representative of avictims
rights organization, amember of the Senate Judiciary A Committee, amember of the Senate
Judiciary B Committee, and an a large member;

. two people having expertise in criminology, crimind justice, or both, to be gppointed by the
deans of the University of Missssppi School of Law and the Missssippi College School of
Law,

. four legidators to be appointed, one each, by the chairs of the House and Senate Judiciary A



and Judiciary B committees.
The Task Force' sduties, set out by Statute, include:

Recommend statewide standards regarding proper identification, collection, preservation,
storage, cataoguing and organization of biologica evidence;

Seek out sources of funding, including, but not limited to, federdly earmarked fundsto satisfy
some or al of the associated cogts of implementing reform;

Recommend essentid components of training programs for law enforcement officers and other
relevant employees who are charged with preserving and retrieving biologica evidence;

| ssue recommendations regarding the creation of a centraized tracking system through which
laboratories, facilities and other related entities may locate biologica evidence connected to
felony cases. Recommendations shdl include protocols for the retrieva of biologica evidence
for casesthat have aready resulted in felony convictions and for unsolved felony cases.
Review practices, protocols, models and resources for the cataloguing and accessbility of
preserved biologica evidence dready in the possession of local, county and state entities that
preserve such evidence,

Review practices, protocols, models and resources for medicolegal degth investigation officers,
including the collection and preservation of biological samples that can be a source of DNA for
testing, as well as adherence to the standards promulgated by the Nationa Association of
Medica Examiners, especidly asto casdoads.
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