
 

  

  

 

    

   
    

 

 

   

  

 

  

         
    

Electronic filing to begin in Warren County Chancery Court 

May 18, 2010 
Warren County Chancery Court will begin accepting voluntary electronic filing of court 

documents on June 1. Electronic filing becomes mandatory in certain cases in Warren County 
Chancery Court starting July 5, according to an order signed by Chancery Judge Vicky R. Barnes on 
May 11. 

In Warren County Circuit Court, testing is underway in preparation for a move to electronic 
filing. Circuit Judges Isadore Patrick and James Chaney Jr. signed an order May 12 approving the 
pilot testing. The order directs  the Warren County Circuit Clerk to keep the docketing system 
already in use while the pilot program is tested. 

A date has not been set for electronic filing to begin in Warren County Circuit Court. Work 
is underway now to create a system for electronic filing in civil cases in  Circuit Court, said Calvin 
Ransfer, program director for the Mississippi Electronic Courts (MEC) pilot project. Work will 
begin this summer to adapt the system to criminal case filings in Warren and Madison County 
Circuit Courts. 

Warren County is the third county to participate in the MEC pilot project. Chancery and 
Circuit Courts in Madison County and the Chancery Court of Scott County are also testing the 
electronic filing system.

  The electronic filing system allows attorneys to file documents or read court documents via 
the Internet 24 hours a day. Members of the public may view electronic documents via the Internet. 

Judge Barnes said, “We are hoping that the  system will provide efficient access to the courts 
by the attorneys and their clients.” As a participant in the pilot project, “We are just glad as a court 
to assist in the removing of any glitches in the system at the ground level.” 

MEC is modeled on the electronic filing system used by federal courts. Mississippi is the 
only state to be licensed by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts to adapt the federal 
electronic filing system to use in state courts. Other states have expressed interest in looking at the 
pilot project. 

Judge Patrick said, “We are on the cutting edge. It’s always good to be first, to be at the head 
of the line.” 

Judge Patrick said, “We are excited that Warren County was chosen to be one of the pilot 
counties. Everyone I’ve talked to who has  tried it already is very enthusiastic about it. 
....Once it is in place, it will make the courts more efficient. It will be beneficial to the attorneys. The 
public will benefit too. They can go online and read documents that are on file so that they don’t 
have to come up to the courthouse.” 

About 1,000 attorneys and more than 350 lay persons have registered to use the MEC system, 
Ransfer said. 

Attorneys and members of the public must set up an MEC account to be able to gain access 
to the electronic documents. Registration is available on the State of Mississippi Judiciary website 
at http://www.mssc.state.ms.us/mec/mec.html. 
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