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A long | ine of people stretched outside the Nat
| eagues, f mwiesmks samgatwmelrled at a retirement ceren
AMore than anything | can say here today,
t his room i S a testament t o you, o fellow
Ei ghth District Circuit Judge Christopher
Collins of Union told Judge Cotten and those
who gathered to honor hi m. Visitors came
from acroscsouhbnhtheg dostrict and
across the state. They were fellow judges,
court clerks and staff, | awyer s, | aw enforce-
ment officers, professional and business men
and women, friends and family that i ncluded
three of his nine grandchildren
Supreme Court Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr.
excl ai med, A Wh at a great occasion to cel e-
brate a wonder ful career. o0 He presented a
pl aque signed by al/l nine Supreme Court justices

nearly 20 years as Circuit Judge.
After shaking hands with or accepting congratul

the crowd and said, AThis is a |little bit over wh
He | ooked to scripture, quoting the Book of Luk
Judge Cottends greatest contribution as a judge

which began in 2003 and has expanded to include

Court i n Leake, Neshoba, Newt on and Scott count

courts spread statewi de.
Hi nds County Circuit Judge Winston Kidd of Jack
ple of what every drug court jud

Judge Collins said that Judge C
came into the Drug Court, tellin
not be thrown away. Al know what
sion is. ltds the Drug Court, o J

wor k forward.
Judge Cotten said of the Drug C

who have fallen, broken |ives. T
He defl ected the praise, credit
success to Drug Court Coordinat
i or Counterintelligence Warrant
fbehind the program. AThank the |
Judge Cotten said. Altodos been a
Court Admi ni strator Lindsey S.
with a gift from court staff for
handcrafted wal king staff. Al tos
judge began to unwrap the packac
daughter Abigaill Frost. Judge Co
The Drug Court staff gave him a
mi nder , El'lis said, of their man

Judge Cotten will retire May 31



