Volunteer Lawyers Project partners with Entergy in free legal clinic
June 28, 2017
The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project in partnership with Entergy Mississippi’s legal
department is sponsoring a free Family Law and Misdemeanor Expungement Clinic at 10:30 a.m.
July 7 at the Eudora Welty Library, 300 N. State Street in Jackson.
The registration deadline is July 5. Advance registration and screening is required to
determine eligibility for services. The clinic is intended to assist low income people with their legal
matters. People interested in participating must contact MVLP at 601-882-5001 or register online
at http://www.mvlp.net/%20pro-se-legal-clinic-intake-form%20/.
The clinic will offer help with irreconcilable differences divorce, emancipation, child support
modification and misdemeanor expungement cases. The clinic is designed to assist self-represented
litigants in preparing to go to court. Persons receiving clinic services are expected to gain enough
of an understanding of what to do to be able to represent themselves in court on their own. Attorneys
providing free services at the clinics are not expected to accompany the litigants to court.
Eligibility to attend a clinic is limited to people whose income is at or below 200 percent of
the federal poverty level. For example, that would be an annual income of $23,540 or less for an
individual, or an annual income of $48,500 or less for a family of four, based on the 2016 Federal
Poverty Guidelines.
Entergy is the first non-lawyer business to lend its legal minds and muscle to a free family
law clinic. Earlier this month, lawyers from the multi-state law firm of Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC helped low-income residents at a free family law clinic held at the Welty
Library. The law firm of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP partnered with MVLP to give free
legal advice to low-income clinic participants in March, and members of the Jackson firm of Forman
Watkins & Krutz LLP handled a free legal clinic in April.
“Entergy Mississippi serves 465,000 customers in 45 of the state’s 82 counties,” said
Alexander Martin, Entergy Mississippi counsel. “A large number of these citizens have underserved
legal needs, and we are happy to provide them with assistance.”
Representatives of the participating law firms said pro bono service is important to ensuring
access to justice for low income people.
“For over 125 years, Baker Donelson has represented clients across the country in a wide
range of legal matters. Securing justice is the heart of our profession. Our attorneys are committed
to serving our community as a whole and improving access to the justice system for those in need”
said attorney Kenya Rachal of Baker Donelson.
“Bradley is proud to partner with the MVLP to help address the unmet legal needs of so many
in our community,” said Jeffrey Blackwood, a partner in Bradley’s Jackson office. “We believe
everyone deserves equal access to justice.”
During its nearly 35 years of recruiting private practice lawyers to do pro bone service,
MVLP has worked mostly with local bar associations and individual lawyers to provide
representation to people who can’t afford to hire an attorney in civil legal matters.
MVLP Executive Director and General Counsel Gayla Carpenter-Sanders tried a different
approach earlier this year, asking large firms to take a turn at providing free legal services at a clinic
for a few hours. It worked well.
“MVLP is fortunate to work with attorneys across this state, like those with Entergy
Mississippi, who dedicate countless hours to making sure we restore hope in the lives of our
underserved residents” Carpenter-Sanders said.
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