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Hewes Sr. on May 30, 
1988.  
    ñMy father and I com-
bined have 100 years elec-
tive service in Harrison 
County,ò he said. The el-
der Judge Hewes had been 
County Court Judge for 20 
years, and was Harrison 
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney for 36 years before 
that.  Judge Hewes Jr. was 
County Attorney for 10 
years before he was ap-
pointed to the bench. He 
will have served 34 years 
on the bench at the end of 
this year. 
    His grandfather, George 
Poindexter Hewes, served 
as Harrison County Sheriff 
1896-1900. He put on the 
badge two years before 
Gulfport was incorporated.  
      ñItôs been a long line 
of public life and public 
service,ò said Judge 
Hewes Jr., 72, of Gulfport.  
ñI think what Iôll miss 
most is the personal rela-
tionships developed over 
44 years of public life.ò 

    The three longest cur-
rently serving judges in 
Mississippi Chancery, Cir-
cuit and County Courts are 
among a dozen trial judges 
who plan to retire this 
year. Harrison County 
Court Judge Gaston 
Hewes, Hinds County 
Chancellor Denise Owens 
and 16th District Circuit 
Judge Lee Howard will not 
seek reelection.  
    They have a combined 
total of a century of judi-
cial service. 
    Other judges who did 
not seek re-election in-
clude:  
Å Circuit Judge Tomie T. 
Green of the 7th Circuit 
Court, who will have 
served 24 years on the 
bench at the end of the 
year; 
Å Circuit Judge Dale 
Harkey of the 19th Circuit; 
24 years; 
Å Circuit Judge Albert B. 
Smith III of the 11th Cir-
cuit, 22 İ years; 
Å Circuit Judge Robert P. 

Krebs of the 19th Circuit, 
20 years;  
Å Circuit Judge Lee Cole-
man of the 16th Circuit, 12 
years;  
Å Pike County Court Judge 
John Price, 24 years; 
Å Jackson County Court 
Judge Sharon Sigalas will 
retire on May 27. She has 
served 19 İ years on the 
bench. (See story page 5.) 
Å Bolivar County Court 
Judge William Hunter 
Nowell, who did not seek 
re-election to the County 
Court post that he has held 
for almost eight years, 
since May 1, 2014. He is 
unopposed for election to 
the 11th Circuit Court. 
Å Lee County Court Judge 
James D. Moore, who will 
have served four years. 
    Judge Hewes is the 
longest serving of all cur-
rent state judges, having 
been appointed by then-
Gov. Ray Mabus  on July 
15, 1988, to fill a vacancy 
after the death of Judge 
Hewesô father Gaston 

    Heôs spent most of his 
life around the courthouse, 
having succeeded his fa-
ther on the bench. ñI could 
never fill his shoes either. 
He was a great man. He 
gave me a great gift: a 
good name. He measured 
people evenly regardless 
of their station in life.ò 
    Chancellor Owens and 
Judge Howard were each 
elected in June 1989 and 
took office in July 1989. 
    ñIt seems like itôs time, 
after 33 years,ò Judge Ow-
ens said. ñItôs in good 
hands,ò she said of the 
court. 
    Among her accomplish-
ments is leadership in im-
proving access to justice. 
She served as co-chair of 
the Access to Justice Com-
mission for 10 years, from 
its inception in 2006. She 
is proud ñto see the work 
that is being done, helping 
people, come to fruition.ò 
Hinds Chancery Court for 
many years  has conducted 
free family law clinics to 
assist low-income people. 
The clinics provide 
ñmeaningful accessò to the 
courts for those who canôt 
afford to hire an attorney. 
    Judge Owens has 
worked to improve access 
to justice since she was a 
law school student at 
George Washington Uni-
versity. She worked for 
two years as a law clerk at 
a Washington, D.C., Legal 
Services elderly law clinic.  
Her first job after she was 
admitted to the Bar in 
1979 was as a staff attor-
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ney for the former Central 
Mississippi Legal Services 
in Jackson.   
    When Judge Owens was 
elected to the Hinds Chan-
cery bench in 1989, she 
and Judge Patricia Wise 
became the first African 
American female chancel-
lors in the state. They 
worked to increase diversi-
ty on the bench and bar by 
promoting interest in ca-
reers in law. 
    Judge Owens served in 
leadership roles on the 
bench, holding every of-
fice except treasurer of the 
Conference of Chancery 
Judges. She became secre-
tary of the Conference of 
Chancery Judges in 1996,  
vice-chair and program 
chairperson in 1998, and 
chair  in 2000. She served 
as conference chair for two 
years. She recently com-
pleted a term as President 
of the American College 
of Business Court Judges. 
    Whatôs next?     
  ñAccording to my family, 
I can pick up kids after 
school, help my mom 

write a book, help my son 
with his law practice.ò 
    Judge Howard is senior 
circuit judge of the 16th 
Circuit District of Clay, 
Oktibbeha, Lowndes and 
Noxubee counties. He 
plans to retire at the end of 
December, but not before 
swearing in his successor, 
his son, Jay Howard, who 
is unopposed in the No-
vember election.  
    Judge Howard, 75, will 
have served 33 İ years on 
the bench when he retires. 
ñIôve been around long 
enough to see a lot of stuff 
in the courtroom. I donôt 
need to see any more, I 
guess. Itôs the people you 
miss,ò he said. ñSomebody 
ï an  old judge ï told me a 
long time ago, óDonôt wor-
ry about it. (You will 
know when ) itôs time.ô 
Iôm going by what he 
said.ò  
    When he was growing 
up in Brooksville in 
Noxubee County, he was 
interested in ham radios. 
He went into the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps in 1967. His 
background in electronics 

landed him an assignment 
as an aviation fire control 
technician, working on air-
to-air weapons systems. 
He was honorably dis-
charged in November 1970 
at the rank of corporal. He 
still has an amateur radio 
receiver in the attic. His 
call letters, K5GVJ, are 
posted in his shop, where 
he likes to work on old 
cars. 
    He earned degrees in 
accounting and agricultur-
al economics from Missis-
sippi State University.  He 
planned to work in the 
commodities market in 
Chicago, but a mentor at 
an accounting firm per-
suaded him to go to law 
school. His military ser-
vice had paid for college 
so far under the GI Bill. 
ñWith the GI Bill that I 
had left, I could get almost 
through law school. I 
thought they were going to 
cut me off in the last se-
mester of law school,ò he 
recalled, but as a student in 
good standing, his tuition 
was paid. 
    During law school, he 

worked as an intern in the 
district attorneyôs office 
for the Seventh Circuit, 
which was then Hinds and 
Yazoo counties, then got a 
job as an assistant district 
attorney after graduation. 
It was part-time work as a 
prosecutor. He also had a 
civil practice doing chan-
cery work. He was hired as 
an assistant district attor-
ney in the 16th Circuit in 
1977, and served there 
until his election to the 
bench. 
    Judge Howard is former 
chairman of the Confer-
ence of Circuit Court 
Judges. He served for 12 
years on the Commission 
on Judicial Performance, 
including Commission 
chairman in 2015. He was 
inducted as a Fellow of the 
Mississippi Bar Founda-
tion in 2018. 
    Judge Green was elected 
to the 7th Circuit of Hinds 
County in November 1998 
and took office in January 
1999. She became senior 
circuit judge for the 7th 
Circuit on Jan. 1, 2011. 
She was the first African 
American and the first  
woman to have the leader-
ship role of senior circuit 
judge in the 7th Circuit 
Court District.  She also 
was the first woman elect-
ed to the bench in the 7th 
Circuit. She served two 
terms on the Supreme 
Courtôs Advisory Commit-
tee on Rules, and served 
on the Supreme Courtôs 
Committee on Media and 
the Courts. She completed 
work to equip circuit 
courtrooms with computer 
technology, worked to im-
plement Mississippi Elec-
tronic Courts in Hinds Cir-
cuit Court, and initiated 
video remote arraign-
ments. 
    Judge Greenôs 35 years 
of public service include 
service in all three branch-
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Harrison County Court Judge Gaston Hewes, center, was photographed with Chief Justice 
Mike Randolph, at left, and former Chief Justice Bill Waller Jr. at the spring Judicial Con-
ference on April 19, 2018. 


