PURSUANT TO RULE 27(f) OF THE MISSISSIPPI RULES OF APPELLATE
PROCEDURE, THE RULES COMMITTEE ON THE LEGAL PROFESSION SEEKS
COMMENTS FROM THE BENCH, BAR AND THE PUBLIC ON PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS TO THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT.
Comments should be filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court,
Gartin Justice Building, P.O. Box 249, Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0249.
Deadline: Tuesday, December 5, 2017.
Provided below are the proposed amendments to the selected rule, with highlights and
strikeouts denoting changes from the current rule.

Canon 5F – Mississippi Code of Judicial Conduct
F. Special Committee--Proceedings and Authority. In every year in which an election is
held for Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, chancery court, circuit court or county court
judge in this state and at such other times as the Supreme Court may deem appropriate, a
Special Committee on Judicial Election Campaign Intervention ("Special Committee")
shall be created whose responsibility shall be to issue advisory opinions and to deal
expeditiously with allegations of ethical misconduct in campaigns for judicial office. The
committee shall consist of five (5) members. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; the
senior justices of Supreme Court Districts 1, 2, and 3, excluding the Chief Justice; and the
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives of the Mississippi Legislature and the chair of the
Commission on Judicial Performance (Commission) shall each appoint one member.
Those appointed by the Chief Justice, the Governor and the chair of the Commission All
members shall be attorneys licensed to practice in the state. No person shall be appointed
to serve as a member of a Special Committee for the year in which such person is a
candidate for judicial office. Should the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court expect to be
a candidate for judicial office during the year for which a Special Committee is to be
appointed the Chief Justice shall declare such expectation, and in such event, the
appointment which otherwise would have been made by the Chief Justice shall be made
by the next senior justice of the Supreme Court who is not otherwise charged with
appointing authority under this Canon and not seeking judicial office in such year.
Should a senior justice of Supreme Court Districts 1, 2, or 3, excluding the Chief Justice,
expect to be a candidate for judicial office during such a year, the next senior justice of
the same Supreme Court District who is not otherwise charged with appointing authority
and is not seeking judicial office shall make the appointment. Likewise, should the Chief
Judge of the Court of Appeals expect to be a candidate for judicial office during such a
year, the next senior judge of the Court of Appeals who is not seeking judicial office shall

make the appointment. Likewise, should the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of
the House of Representatives or chair of the Commission expect to seek judicial office
during such year, that official shall declare such expectation, and the appointment which
otherwise would have been made by such appointing authority shall be made,
respectively: by the Lieutenant Governor if the Governor expects to seek such an office;
by the President Pro Tem of the Senate if the Lieutenant Governor expects to seek such
an office; by the Speaker Pro Tem of the House of Representatives if the Speaker expects
to seek such an office; and by the vice-chair of the Commission if the chair expects to
seek such an office. Any action taken by the Special Committee shall require a majority
vote. Each Special Committee shall be appointed no later than March 1 February 1 in the
year of their service, and it shall continue in existence for ninety (90) days following such
judicial elections or for so long thereafter as is necessary to consider matters submitted to
it within such time. The Commission shall provide administrative support to the Special
Committee. Should any appointing authority fail to make an appointment, three members
shall constitute a sufficient number to conduct the business of the Special Committee. The
objective of the Special Committee shall be to alleviate unethical and unfair campaign
practices in judicial elections, and to that end, the Special Committee shall have the
following authority:
....

